OBJECTIVE
To evaluate how well a text processing system called Topaz can identify acute episodes of 55 clinical conditions described in emergency department notes. BACKGROUND Case detection from chief complaints suffers from low to moderate sensitivity. Emergency Department (ED) reports contain detailed clinical information that could improve case detection ability and enhance outbreak characterization. We developed a text processing system called Topaz that could be used to answer questions from ED reports, such as: ^The number of conditions Topaz marked correctly but labeled with the wrong condition name, such as labeling "chest pain on inhalation" as Non-pleuritic chest pain rather than Pleuritic chest pain. 
